
 
 

MUS 413A at the University of Portland Spring Semester of 2022 Wednesday 
evenings:  7:10-9:55 PM. 
 
The course description:  A study of Catholic liturgical music, including Church 
documents and liturgical books, music repertoire, liturgical performance, and 
historical context. Credits 3 or audit. 
 
Course Goal:  This course is designed to introduce the discipline of liturgical 
music, including historical styles, performance practices, Church documents, 
available resources, and liturgical music planning and preparation.  
 
The course will include guest lecturers from prominent pastoral musicians and 
experts in the field of liturgy including Fr. Virgil Funk, president emeritus of the 
National Association of Pastoral Musicians, Dr. Glenn CJ Byer, Fr. Michael S. 
Driscoll founder of the Sacred Music program at the University of Notre Dame, 
Geri Ethan, Angela Westhoff-Johnson, Dr. Anne McGuire, Melanie Coddington, 
Pedro Rubulcava and Maureen Briare. 
 

  
 

The instructor is Michael R. Prendergast, MTS, MA, who has over 50 years as a 
pastoral musician in parish, cathedral, diocesan, and industry settings.  
 
We have a special arrangement with the graduate school of education so the fee 
to audit the class is $1,989.00. Consider having your parish or institution pay for 
the class or at least half of the amount. The class will be offered as a hybrid model 
with UP students, local pastoral musicians and others linking in via Zoom from 



elsewhere in the country. Please contact Michael Prendergast by December 15, 
2021 if you are interested in taking the class. 
 
Testimony from former students:  
 
“I cannot begin to express how informative and engaging this class was. As a young person who 
grew up within the Catholic tradition, it was so refreshing to learn the how’s and why’s behind 
everything related to liturgical music. Michael was so passionate, insightful, and full of first-
hand knowledge that gave the course such body and substance. His lectures were well-thought 
out and interesting, and all the guest speakers that came into class had fascinating things to 
say. All of them had experience within an industry that involved liturgical music, so it was 
incredible to see the scope of possibilities that sparked from the material we were covering. If 
you have any interest in liturgical music, this is the class for you.”  Grace Mannan, Class of 2018 
 
“A good amount of time was spent going over the history of the catholic church to better set up 
a foundation of the history and present-day catholic music. I am very active in liturgical music at 
UP. Also, as a music major a career in pastoral music is one that I could very well pursue. I 
initially took this course because I wanted to look more into it as an option of a career so, this 
course was very applicable to my life.” Jade Ward, Class of 2022 
 
“This course will be so helpful to me both personally and professionally. On a personal level, I 
will feel much more open to various music styles as I hear them in Mass. Instead of thinking of 
some forms of music as “a throw- back” and a threat to forward movement for the Church, I 
now think of it as a unique part of our cultural knowledge as Catholics. I am very grateful for the 
systems in place for maintaining the quality and appropriateness of music at church. I feel much 
more equipped to advise teachers at my job in choosing music for the various seasons. Before 
taking this class, I was being called upon to answer questions that I did not know. Now, if I don’t 
know the answer, I at least know where to look! I feel much more empowered.” Ingrid 
Parmeter, pastoral musician and teacher: Church of St. Andrew and the Church of the 
Madeleine (Portland Oregon) 
 

 
For more information contact Michael R. Prendergast, prenderg@up.edu; 503-
756-7172 
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